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When King Richard came to Gloucester in  1483  he  was, it_is said, “  well
receive  ”  but Buckingham, who reputedly met the  King here  on  that occasion
and probably joined in the acclaim, was  already plotting against him and the
Duke  may have  found an ally in one who was high-placed locally.  This  was
the Archdeacon of Gloucester—Robert Morton.  _

His father, according to the Dictionary _of National Biography,1 was
William Morton (or perhaps  Thomas2).  However, it is not so much his
paternity which  is noteworthy as the fact that he was nephew to one of the
most influential men of his time—John Morton, Bishop of  Ely.
'  Robert Morton followed his uncle so closely up the steps of  t_he ecclesiastical

ladder  that  one feels that Cardinal must have  actively promoted  his nephew’s
interests, although Robert had his fair share of the family ability in his own
right. A  Doctor  of Law, he  became  Archdeacon of Winchester in 1478,3
Master of the Rolls in 1479,4 a Canon of Windsor in 14815 and Archdeacon of
Gloucester in 1482.6 He is said to  have  been deprived of the position of Master
of the Rolls during the reign of Richard III when his uncle was in disgrace but
the Calendar of Close Rolls for  1484  states  that  “  Robert Morton, Keeper  of the
Chancery Rolls  ”  was present when “a bag of white leather” containing the  Great
Seal was opened by the Bishop of Lincoln.’ '

With  the  advent  of Henry Tudor, however, the Morton star was well and

truly in the ascendant. Robert Morton was appointed a steward at the
Coronation in 1485,8 and an assistant was given him to  help in the carrying out
of his official duties as Master of the Rolls which had become onerous because
he was  “  deeply engaged  about  the  King’s  business?" (The  Dictionary of
National  Biography gives  this  date as 13"November, 1485, but the  Patent  Ro‘ll
entry gives  the  year  as 1486). He was granted, jointly with Margaret, Countess
of Richmond, the advowson of a prebend in the church of  Windsor  and  later
of  a  canonry (1487 and 1488).

On February 10th, 1487, his career in the Church reached its  zenith  with
his appointment as Bishop of Worcester. 1” He was enthroned m the folldwing
July.  Gloucester  was in the Sec of Worcester until thg Dissolution and so
Bishop Morton was the  town’s  religious overlord until his death in 1497. His
final  triumph was to get himself buried in the  nave  of St. Paul’s.

The facts of Bishop Morton's life can be authenticated by documentary
evidence but  those  of his alleged brother, Sir Robert Morton of Barnsley, are
less easy to  verify.  The latter is rescued from obscurity by the Rev. E. A. Fuller
in a paper on “ Cirencester Documents ” in the Transactions of the  Bristol  and
Gloucestershire Archaeological  Society (-Vol.  20, p.  124), and it is  there  stated
that  Sir Robert was “  brother  to the  Bishop of Worcester  and  nephew  of Cardinal
Morton, being himself in the  service  of Henry VII .” If  this  is so then there
were two Roberts in one family—but this was not all  that  uncommon for the
Pastons  seem to have coped  with a  confusion of Johns.  This  Robert was the
son of Thomas Morton and Dorothy his  wife, heiress of John Twiniho of
Cirencester, and it was through his mother  that  Sir Robert came into the
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possession of various manors in  Gloucestershire.  His  heraldic  shield, quarter-
ing the  arms  of Morton and  Twiniho, is on  a  pillar in the  north  aisle of St.
John’s, Cirencester, and was reputedly placed there because he was a benefactor
of the church. His Will  exists  in the  Somerset  House records.11

Several pages  of the Dictionary of National Biography are taken up by an
account of the life, work and  virtues  of a third  Morton—Thomas—who  was
born in  1564, but it is the nineteenth-century Gloucester historian, Fosbroke,
who says  that  he was  “  descended  ”  (sic) from Cardinal Morton.12 The son of
Richard  Morton, a  mercer  of York, he was an  exceptional  man of  great  intellect
and the  highest  personal  integrity.  Nothing about him seems to  have been
commonplace, he  was“ even  one of  nineteen  children and  a  schoolfellow of Guy
Fawkes. His academic  career  was brilliant; he  became  a Fellow of St.
John’s  “  purely for his  learning and  work  ”14 and gained the  degree  of Doctor of
Divinity with  distinction. Like Robert Morton, he, too, was  Archdeacon  of
Gloucester (from 1607 to  1609) but afterwards he attained not  just  one bishopric
but  three—Chester, Lichfield and Durham successively. He  stood  high  in the
favour of James  I  and Charles I but was “  expelled  by the 01iverian.s‘."15 Ascetic
by nature  (he  slept  on a straw mattress and  rose  at four each  morning) he was
modest  in bearing and  “  in the  fullest sense  of the  word a good man.  ”1" Himself
a. prolific writer—on  a  series of  most  obscure topics—he was a  patron  of learning
and always ready to  further  the  interests  of aspiring scholars. He achieved
the venerable age of 95 before  dying in  1659  and portraits of him may be  seen
at Christ  Church, Oxford, at St.  _John’s College  and at Auckland Castle,
Durham.

If Thomas Morton was indeed connected  with  the Cardinal he  seems  to  have
inherited the undoubted Morton  talents, but in his  case they were graced  by
other more  spiritual qualities—such as  humanity and  true piety—which  the
notorious  Bishop of Ely lacked.
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